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There was a famous teacher of archery named Drona.
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Once, seeing his (Drona’s) excellence in archery, Bhishma ,the grandfather of the Kuru dynasty, brought
him to his city, and made his grandsons, the Kauravas and the Pandavas, as his (Drona’s) disciples.
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That Drona made them experts in learning.
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The preceptor, having seen Arjuna’s expertise in archery, was pleased very much and said thus-

“3Slel, Tl dldhlec] e HReATA | 3

‘Arjuna, | will make you the best archer in the world.’
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Hearing Drona’s expertise many princes came there to him for practicing archery.
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Ekalavya, the son of a hunter-king called Hiranyadhanush, also came to Drona.
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Drona, not willing to teach archery to a hunter’s son, said-
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“Ekalavya, you are my disciple.
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Learn archery in your own house.
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You will become an expert in archery.”
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Ekalavya saluted at the feet of Drona and came back to his house.

There, sculpting a mud statue of Drona, and worshipping that statue always, Ekalavya learnt archery by
himself.
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Very soon he obtained expertise in archery.
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Once, by the orders of Drona, Kauravas and Pandavas went to the forest for hunting.
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When they were hunting, a certain dog started barking seeing the stranger Ekalavya.
HJIeAd T HINRYAT Y ACARTARI|

At the very next moment, he filled seven arrows in the barking dog’s mouth.
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The dog, its mouth filled with arrows, came near Arjuna.

¥ q d faeey f[AfeAd: d RATATAUHA TSI, ddfa: e 3Ry, 3Hakd AR TI>oTeTd
ThocIHIRId |

Seeing that, he (Arjuna) was astonished, and went along with his brothers to investigate that expert
archer. There he saw Ekalavya, who was shooting arrows incessantly.
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“Who are you?”, thus he asked.
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He said — “l am son of a hunter king, one who has put lot of efforts in archery, and a disciple of Drona”.
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Hearing that, all of them were surprised. They returned and told the entire episode to their guru, Drona.
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Arjuna came to Drona secretly and said “Oh teacher, you had told me ‘| will make you the best archer’.
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But now, your student named Ekalavya, who is more skilled in archery than me, lives in the forest.
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How is this?” -thus he asked.

3 (SN
alorEq sﬁﬁr e 35l @8 aeHITes |

Drona thought for a moment and went to the forest along with Arjuna.
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There he saw Ekalavya engaged in practicing archery in front of a statue resembling himself.
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Seeing Drona approaching near him, he saluted him and worshipped him with ey (water for washing

hand) and 9T¢T (water for washing feet).
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Drona being pleased said, ‘If you are my disciple, give me my Gurudakshina’
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‘What shall | give? Let the preceptor order.
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There is nothing which cannot be given to a teacher’, Ekalavya replied with folded hands.
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‘Give your right thumb as Gurudakshina’- Drona said pitilessly.
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Hearing those words of Drona, Ekalvya cut the right thumb with happiness and gave it to Drona in order
to protect his oath.
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Seeing that valourous devotion of Ekalavya all became astonished.
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The Gods showered a rain of flowers on him.
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Since then, he became incapable of releasing arrows like before.
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